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Airbus signs MoU with Honeywell and Safran to develop electric 
taxiing solution for the A320 Family 
• Projected fuel savings and CO2 reductions up to four per cent per trip 
• Providing A320 Family operators autonomy from pushback tractors 
• Taxiing-related carbon and NOx emissions cut by more than half 
 
 
As part of on-going research and development into future technology options, Airbus has signed 
a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with EGTS International, a joint venture company 
between Safran and Honeywell Aerospace, to further develop and evaluate an autonomous 
electric pushback and taxiing solution for the A320 Family. 
 
The agreement marks the selection of EGTS International’s Electric Green Taxiing System to be 
evaluated as a new option on the A320 Family – referred to by Airbus as eTaxi. This option 
would allow the aircraft to push-back from the gate without a tug, taxi-out to the runway, and 
return to the gate after landing without operating the main engines. 
 
eTaxi will use the aircraft’s Auxiliary Power Unit (APU) to power electric motors fitted to the main 
landing gear wheels. The architecture will include the ability for pilots to keep full control from 
the cockpit over their aircraft’s speed and direction during taxi operations. 
 
Olivier Savin, EGTS Programme Vice President, Safran said: “We are extremely pleased to 
strengthen our relationship with Airbus, a key customer and industry leader in innovation. 
Through this agreement we are creating the ideal context to collaborate to best utilize our own 
landing gear systems expertise to develop a green taxiing solution for the A320 Family.”  
 
Brian Wenig, EGTS Programme Vice President, Honeywell Aerospace said: “Following our 
demonstration of the technology at this year’s Paris Airshow, this MoU marks the next critical 
milestone in the advancement of the Electric Green Taxiing System as an option for Airbus’ 
A320 Family, by securing Airbus’ support in the development of the system. Airbus will provide 
extremely valuable insight to facilitate a seamless integration into the aircraft.”  
 
Daniel Baubil, Airbus EVP, Head of A320 Family Programme said: “Today Airbus delivers the 
world’s most eco-efficient single-aisle aircraft – the A320 Family. This is the result of our 
permanent research for innovative enhancements to make our aircraft even more efficient and 
capable.” He adds: “We therefore look forward to working with our EGTS International expert 
partners – Honeywell and Safran – with whom we share the common view that the A320 Family 
is a natural fit for an electric taxiing capability.” 



 

 

The eTaxi option will offer several operational and environmental benefits for the A320 Family: 
• Per trip, the projected fuel savings and CO2 reductions would be approximately four percent; 
• It would contribute to significantly more efficient taxiing operations and save around two 

minutes of time on pushback; 
• Taxiing-related carbon and nitrous oxide emissions would be cut by more than half. 
 
Over the next few months the partners will jointly develop and present a global commercial case 
and implementation plan to determine the feasibility of an electric taxiing solution for the A320 
Family. To this end, Airbus and EGTS International are reinforcing their existing teams to 
finalize validation studies, define specifications and converge on market requirements for a fully 
tailored forward-fit and retrofit technological solution. 
 
To regularly enhance the A320 Family’s capabilities and performance, Airbus invests 
approximately 300 million euros annually in keeping the aircraft highly competitive and efficient. 
More than 10,000 A320 Family aircraft have been ordered and over 5,800 delivered to 
operators worldwide. With a record backlog of over 4,200 aircraft, the A320 Family reaffirms its 
position as the world’s best-selling single-aisle aircraft family. 
 
Safran is a leading international high-technology group with three core businesses: Aerospace 
(propulsion and equipment), Defence and Security. Operating worldwide, the Group has 62,500 
employees and generated sales of 13.6 billion euros in 2012. Working alone or in partnership, 
Safran holds world or European leadership positions in its core markets. The Group invests 
heavily in research & development to meet the requirements of changing markets, including 
expenditures of 1.6 billion Euros in 2012. Safran is listed on NYSE Euronext Paris and is part of 
the CAC40 index. For more information please visit: www.safran-group.com 
 
Honeywell is a Fortune 100 diversified technology and manufacturing leader, serving 
customers worldwide with aerospace products and services; control technologies for buildings, 
homes and industry; turbochargers; and performance materials. Based in Morris Township, 
N.J., Honeywell's shares are traded on the New York, London, and Chicago Stock Exchanges. 
For more news and information on Honeywell, please visit: www.honeywell.com 
 
Airbus is the world’s leading aircraft manufacturer of passenger airliners, ranging in capacity 
from 100 to more than 500 seats. Airbus champions innovative technologies and offers some of 
the world’s most fuel efficient and quiet aircraft. Airbus has sold over 13,600 aircraft to more 
than 360 customers worldwide. Of these, more than 8,100 aircraft have been delivered. Airbus 
has design and manufacturing facilities in France, Germany, the UK, and Spain, and 
subsidiaries in the US, China, Japan and in the Middle East. 
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